I shall first endeavour to ascertain whether this medicine has any action 011 the uterus in parturition, and then in what cases this power is applicable. I shall afterwards mention other states, in which it has been proposed, or given, and attempt to ascertain the degree of confidence which we ought to place in it.
I proceed, first, to detail the cases in which I have either given, or advised the administration of this medicine, in labour.
Case 1 st. Mrs. C., aged 25, was seized with the symptoms of genuine labour, on a Thursday, in July, 1825. On examination, it was reported, by the gentleman in attendance, tliat the os uteri was found to be high, and very much turned backwards. He did not perceive any evidence of malformation of the pelvis. The bowels were opened by castor oil, and afterwards an opiate was given, which produced a few hours of restless sleep. He did not see her again till Friday, at 10 a.m., when he was sent for. The head of the child could be distinctly felt through the membranes, and he entertained hopes of a speedy termination to the process; but the labour continued till Saturday, at 10 a.m., before the head distinctly entered the brim. The uterine action was now, for a time, nearly suspended. The bowels were opened by an injection. She 
